RUSSIAN REVOLUTION BEGINS

THE WINTER PALACE IN LENINGRAD (FORMERLY ST   PETERS

BURG)

Seen through what is now called the Red Army Arch

applause greeted the Cossacks from thousands of throats "
The same observer tells how, later, when the Cossacks were
ordered to keep back the crowds from the bridges over the
river, by which the demonstrators were trying to cross into
the central part of the city, people started slipping un-
molested between the legs of the Cossacks' horses and
pressing through to the river, where they started to run
across the ice until " the ice on both sides of the bridge was
black with people running into one another like ants "

On March i ith the President of the Duma telegraphed
to the Tsar (who was outside the capital) " The situation is
very serious Government is paralysed
fuel absolutely disorganised General
growing Riots and firing in the streets
same regiments are firing at one another
someone popular in the country to form a government "
The next day he wired again " The situation is worse "
Finding himself without troops that he could rely on to
suppress the revolutionary movement, the Tsar decided to
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